
THE LANDSCAPE what the data showsTHE REALITY a story from the ground

School board decisions went unexplained. 
Emergency updates spread late or not at 
all. Local voices disappeared from public 
conversation. And what � lled the gap? 
Rumor, social media speculation, and silence.

Press Forward San Antonio exists for 
moments like this. By supporting local 
newsrooms and the reporters behind them, 
this initiative helps ensure communities, 
especially rural areas and historically 
overlooked neighborhoods, have access to 
trustworthy, relevant news.

1,300+
U.S. communities 
are considered
“news deserts.”

In Texas,  130+ counties have only one 
newsroom, and 30 counties have no 
existing newsrooms.

Texas ranks among the highest states
for loss of local news outlets.

Fewer reporters today are covering 
more communities than at any point 
in decades.  

Communities with limited local news 
face higher risks of misinformation 
and lower civic engagement.

Strengthening Access to Local News 
Across South Central Texas

Strong communities depend on access to reliable local news and information.
But across our region, that access is becoming harder to � nd.

Newsrooms are closing and fewer reporters are covering more ground, which leaves many communities 
without consistent information about schools, local government, public safety, and health. 

� e San Antonio Area Foundation, as the local lead for Press Forward San Antonio, is part of the 
national movement responding to this challenge through coordinated and community-centered action. 
We support a healthy local news ecosystem by aligning funders and deploying � exible, multi-year 
funding while safeguarding editorial independence.

This work requires sustained philanthropic support to strengthen long-term viability, 
resilience, and reach. Will you join us?

When a small South Texas 
community lost its only regular 
source of local news coverage, 
residents didn’t immediately notice 
what was missing... until it mattered. 



YOUR SUPPORT ensures local communities have
access to news that re� ects their neighborhood realities.

LOCAL NEWS FUND

With distributed funds to regional news 
networks, the Local News Fund:

► Supports reliable local information
and the reporters that help 
communities stay informed.

► Provides perpetual, � exible funding
to strengthen local news organizations. 

► Opens doors for new voices and
local reporting talent.

► Protects editorial independence
through combined support.

FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR DISTRIBUTION

YOUR GRANT OR DONATION

OTHER
GRANTS  AND

DONATIONS

IN ACTION how the Local News Fund works

WHAT YOU CAN DO NEXT  for the future of local news

Strengthening Access to Local News
Across South Central Texas

The Local News Fund doesn’t:

✕ in� uence or direct coverage

✕ fund or advocate for 
political agendas

✕ replace local news 
organizations or act as one

✕ give any single donor 
control or special in� uence

     Follow local news
where you are.
Connect on social media and 
subscribe to newsletters to 
stay up to date on the stories 
shaping your community.

    Invest in training and 
capacity for news orgs.
Make a gi�  to the Local News 
Fund to support the resources 
that allow local news orgs to 
serve their communities today.

    Sustain the future of
local news.
Help build endowed funds that 
provide long-term investment 
in stable and sustainable local 
news infrastructure.
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saafdn.org/press-forward
donorservices@saafdn.org

210-739-6530


