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Letter from the CEO

2025 IMPACT REPORT

Dear Friends and Partners,

At the heart of our work is a simple belief: when generosity is activated and aligned, our 
region thrives. That belief has guided the Area Foundation for more than six decades.

This year’s Impact Report comes at a particularly meaningful moment for us. We recently 
lost our founder, Richard Goldsmith, whose visionary leadership laid the foundation for 
everything we do. Richard believed deeply in the power of community, especially the idea 
that local generosity could create lasting opportunity for generations to come. His vision is 
the reason that we are your most trusted and impactful philanthropic partner. His legacy 
lives on in everything that we do.

In 2025, that legacy showed up in powerful ways.

Together with our donors, we awarded a record-breaking 87 million dollars out into the 
community. From historic scholarship investments to expanded grantmaking to bold, 
collaborative initiatives, we continued to grow both the scale and reach of our work across 
the region.

But impact isn’t measured by dollars alone. It’s reflected in students who see new possibil-
ities for their future, nonprofits building capacity and resilience, and communities coming 
together to address complex challenges.

In the report that follows, you’ll find our impact brought to life through our three strategic 
pillars, meaningful data and outcomes, and powerful stories from across the community.
Whether you are a donor, nonprofit partner, scholar, professional advisor, volunteer, or 
community member, this impact belongs to you.

I invite you to explore the highlights from 2025. Together, we honor our legacy, celebrate 
this year of impact, and move forward—focused on what our community can achieve next.


